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To MY BELOVED 


Neighbours and Porifhinacs 


AT HANWELL. | y 


\HOUGH I wiſh you to a 
Notice once for all, that what- 


ever may be the Subje& of my Diſ- 
courſe, I never meant to direct it to, 
this or that particular Perſon ; and 
that I preach not againſt the Sinner, 
but the Sin; yet I cannot deny, that 
I was led into. theſe Reflections by 
a moſt notorious Tranſaction within 
our own Pariſh; of which I ſhall ſay 
nothing more, than that the Matter 
is likely to be determined YO 

cial Proceſs. - | | 


Whatever occaſioned oy Choice 
of this Subject, certain it is, that 
. 0 3 


WW) 

you appeared to iden. 4 to, me with Y 
more than uſual Attention: And E 
illing to hope, chat the Truths _ 
contained: in this Diſcourſe, plain 5 
and unornamented as it is, will make 
a deep and laſting Impreſſion on your 
Minds, and have their proper In- 
fluence on your Life and Converſa- 

tion. 1 can truly ſay, I have no 
greater Joy, an and I think I am cap 1 
ble of no greater in this World, than 
to find, that thoſe who are entruſt- 
ed to my Care walk according to the 
Truth of the Goſpel. With what 
* of Heart I muſt needs reflect 
on the flagrant Miſcondu& of any 
. you, may reaſonably be collected 
from theſe. Pages; wherein I aka q 

endeavoured. to give you as true an 

h as I was 1 of the Nature ö 
and 


1 vi 1 
and Coriſequences of Rin: I, har 
ſtated the Account as fairly as I can; 
and I find the Balance to be much 


leſs than nothing, viz. Diſuppoint- 
_ and RY! and regal | 


* 


: The Wb these of a Subject 
121 made me deſirous of putting 
this Diſcourſe into your Hands at a 
Time, when you will have more 
Leiſure for private Meditation, and 
fewer Opportunities of public In- 
ſtruction: The Pariſh- Church be- 

ig a ut to > be enlarged for your 
r Acc dation in future. 
The Satisfaction which it gives me 
to find, that your more frequent 
better Attendatee on Divine Wor- 
ſhip makes this Enlargement neceſ- 
my and the Pleaſure which T' feel 
from 


; I vill 1 
towards it, may more ee 2 
: ä _—_ e, ee ny. ow: 


with this: 225 every enki @ eee 

of our Religion, particularly that 

which is the moſt ſacred and bene- 

ficial of them all, daily increaſe! that 

you may be enabled thereby to grow. 

in Grace, and in the Knowledge of 
our Loap and Saviour n >hrift. . 


That every Ble ing, 2 
Ipiritual, a eternal, may be your 
Se is on: mne e 


vou moſt afleftionate Pia” 


and ſincere Friend, 
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What fruit had ye then in*thiſe Binge whereef 


De are now aſhamed? e 
things is deatb. 2 8 | 


_ „ [I ok Uo SA 2 — ae 9 33 2 


were generally propoſe to ourſelves is 
this: What are the advantages reaſonably 
to be expected from our intended purſuit? 
And a wiſe, unprejudiced mind will direct 
its choice or its refuſal, according to the an- 
ſwer which it receives to this very important 
queſtion. The Apoſtle, in the chapter be- 
fore us, is 1 

1 purſuing 


1 1⁰ 1 
purſuing the ſhadow of happineſs at the ha- 
zard of real miſery : What fruit, ſays he, had 
ye then, in your ſtate of ignorance and unbe- 
lief, in thoſe things whereof ye are now, on 
your converſion to the truth, fps: For 
the end of thoſe things is death. 


* 1 queſtion in the language 5 ſeripture is 
oftentimes of equal force with a poſitive af- 
firmation. And in this view we may conſider 
St. Paul as poſitively declaring, that there 1s. 
certainly 10 fruit, 20 real pleaſure or advan- 
tage in a life of fin : The reflection on it af- 
terwards can yield nothing but ſhame, and 
the final recompence is death; often in this 
world; but if net the death of the body, 
its natural conſequence without * 


is e, 


be wee under the 3 of a 

ſmful luſts, true religion has no ſhare in our 

| ſervice or affections: His ſervants we are, to 

| whom we devote ourſelves : But happy are. 

they, who wiſely prefer that ſervice, which is 

full of eaſe and comfort, full of pace and ſa- 
tiafathan, 


+4 TI ] | 
tisfaction, before that toilſome drudgery, 
which is attended with diſappointment and 

eee eee . 


© The words before us dirt us to conſider 
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in the very 


2dly, The Ailtrel and "ns nich never 
fail to ee our nd * it. 
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per That An _ lee, W 2s 


a perſeverance i in fin conſigns the impenitent 
Weer. For ihe ene 4 theſe things is death. : 


There are many, Sth the Pſalmiſt, tick 
alk, who will ſhew us any good? It is the voice 
of nature; the univerſal principle of action: 

The deſire of happineſs is inſeparably i inter-" 
woven in our conſtitution : Our great miſ- 

fortune conſiſts in not purſuing the beſt and 
phy. method of 48 it. One truth is 
ö indi- 
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Pr 
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indiſputable ; that it is only to be found in 


1 z2 ] 


the knowledge and love of Gon. All pre- 
tenſions to it, while men live in. oppoſition 
to the will of Gop, are meer. pretenſions. 
They are but the ſhadow of happineſs ; and 


of it, as the dew-drops of the morning, 


which vaniſh before the heat of the ſun, dif- 


jor of: 1 is - laid 45 


3 of 40g an unſullied reputation, a 


competent eſtate, and a quiet conſcience; 
and every purſuit, which is inconſiſtent with 
theſe, may ſurely, to ſay the beſt of it, be 
ſtiled anprofitable. Now that theſe cannot 
poſſibly conſiſt with a life of wickedneſs, is a 


truth, ſo confirmed by experience, that 1 
need not uſe many arguments to prove it. 


Are there not ſome vices, whoſe baleful in- 


fluence particularly extends itſelf to one or 


more of them, to the utter deſtruction of all 
real ſatisfaction? And are there not others, 
2 ſtrike at the root of all of them at 
ane? 


11 

mer? Doth not inemperatice uren the 
I i Doth: riot hixary and ex- 
1 of our fortune? | 


 famy? Is: not envy well (deſcribed, when it 

is compared to rottenneſs in the bones? 
Cauſing the body to pine with miſery at the 
ſight of the profperity of others! not a 
thirſt of revenge frequently ann men's 
ves, not fuffering them to hive out half their 
days? Are not thoſe ſins, which are called 
works of darkneſs, therefore accounted m- 
fruitful, becauſe they deceive the expectations 
of all that are engaged in them? They are 


dig indeed in their promiſes; in their per- 


ſay they, let us revel in delights; however 
on en with-whuld — e 
account, 


14 1 15 
account, ſnatch with eagerneſs the preſent 
moment of enjoyment; and leave repentanct 
(that melancholy buſineſs) to the dulneſi of 
old age, 00m it alone an eee; 
mills: The — —ę— 6 
rare, not knowing that it is for bis 

rb eiviieghihis eva alas 
filled with remorſe; his body: waſted with | 
diſeaſe; his fortune wretchedly,:umpaired;;, 
and his reputation irrecoverably loſt. Where 
then are the boaſted advantages of a life of 
fin ? They never had exiſtence at all, but in 
the deluſions of fancy: They are as baſclele. 
as the fabric of a yifion: The very gratifica 

tion itſelf was a wearineſs of the, ſpirits py 
would not bear a moment's. reflection: It 
turned away its face from. it: It;dared not to 
approvals the Hen — 3 NE; 


E eee beneath the dignit 

Chriſtian, but even e eee 
It was as tranſient, as the gueſt, that au 
rieth but an hour, and left a blank upon the 
n nnn ſufficient to convince it, 7 
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This 5 — particulany-viss 
the ſhame and confuſion which attend it in 
the hour of reflection. What. fruit hau ye 
THEN "87 thoſe things, wheredf ye are \NOW 

ame? Was the ſatisfaction in the moment 
of commiſſion equal to the remorſe in the 
moment of reflection ? Shame is as naturally 

the offspring of guilt; as darkneſs is —_— 
of an eclipſe of Oe heaven. 
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it 19 Gd of our inſt parents; in their ſtate 
of innoecence, that they) were both naked; and 
were not Amed, That guilt, which after- 


—— at leaſt, till the ſinner ＋ 4 
thoroughly N as even to glory in 
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F461 
i any one ſhould queſtion the truth of. 
this aſſertion, let him accompany. me, for a; 
moment, in his imagination, and take a vie 
of human nature, debaſed wg Kerry 
and ens on ſinful . B ii 0 


„ LE + 3% 


And firſt, e a e e 


of the drunkard: And if one ſuch perſon is 


at preſent amongſt us, let | 
ror on the picture here draum of him. Be- 
hold then, what a. ſhocking: change the cup 
of intemperance hath wrought in him In 
vain you ſeek for the man; he is degenerated 
into a brute; he may be a man again to- 


im look with hor- 


preſent ſtate of ſottiſh ſtupidity. - Liſten to 
the incoherent nonſenſe of his faultering 
tongue ; behold his wagering Fart 3. Tron ings | 
fied countenance; his whale. frame reduced 
to a childiſh weakneſs ; obſerve him ebe by 


| jet of a wiſe man's pity, and the ſport of 


fools : Did your eyes ever behold a more 


contemptible being? Where are all che or- 


naments and powers of reaſon? Where are 


| 7 J 

all che nobleſt dhftinetzens of tlie Kamin 
mit?” Where is thit comelineſs and glace. 
that decericy and propriety of conduct, ever” 
attenidant on fobricty? All, all is factificed® | 
to a wretched indulgence, by which the 

whole mart is 14 deformed, dil. 


1 2 


Bat let n me web. 100 to War 8 wits 
drunkar ard; and if be cannot con- 


ſhame Iten en this ſin, ns "words: or N 


mine can poſſibly produce this effect. be, 


ſays he, bath woe? Who bath ſorrow ? Who 
hath cuntention? N bath redneſs of es? 
mo bath" wounds without cauſe ? They that 
rarty lng at the wink, they that | go to feet mixt 


dit Look nor hon upon the wine, 4 Ben it is 


red; whe it Sende colhur in the cup; when 
it noverb itſelf aright : At the "Toft, 1 biteth” 
like a Rerpent, and ge like a an adder: Thine | 

eyet ſhall behold trunge Women ; and thine beart | 
ſhall urter perverſe things * Na, chou Ball B 3. 
a3" be that lierb down in the nich of the fea, or | 
ar be W of the nat. A 
'S fine 


1 8 1 
fine picture, not only of the angero 
dency of this ſin, but alſo of the * 
confuſion of the ſenſes, under this. volun- 
tary diſtemper, of the brain. They ſave 
frricken ne, ſhalt thou ſay, and I was not ft; 
e ee e ee | 


This admirable deſcription 4 is dase with 
ſuch a horrid reſolution, as may convince us 
of the bewitching nature of this vice. When 
Jhall I awake? faith the drunkard : FI wii 
SEEK IT YET AGAIN: All the ſhame, the 
miſery, the ſhocking effects of this fin ſhall 
never diſcourage me from repeating it: At 
the hazard of my life, my innocence, my 
credit as a rational creature, and even of my 
happineſs everlaſting, 7 will ſeek ir get againe. 
Nothing therefore but ſtedfaſt reſol and. 
watchfulneſs, ſupparted by the aid of Divine. 
Grace, which they muſt - conſtantly implore, 
can enable ſuch as are addicted to this vice 
ever to break it off; before, as the prophet 
3 nnd it, * 11 70 Gi 1220 rn] 


0 19 } 
band le turned againſt ee n a they be 
mmm 


ti & ant nn 7 ws 
5 few ee hath ai Ls . 
ful luſt to the name of real ſatis faction; it 
being undeniably true, that, in proportion as 
innocence withdraws herſelf, ſhame and eon 
fuſion preſent themſelves to the ſinner: And 
indeed, what other deſerves to be the portion. 
of thoſe,. who are contented to ſacriſice every 

comfort of domeſtic life, every co 1 
of health, intereſt, i regard 

to they, ar eternal welfare, and every 


— 
. 


| Ser 956th abi of in hath rv. 


i _ ) = ware . 


: plead: the haze at human nature, abe 
ſtrength of: paſſion; the fuddenneſs of temp 
— are: confounded, The vile ſe- 
| Queer reflects with horror on the injury he 
02 has 


[ ER 
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themſelves to be ſeduced, lament their loſe of 
honour, innocence and virtue, never to be 
repaired. ; Happy they, whom Divine Grace 
hath preſerved: from falling in thehour of | 
_ temptation ;. whoſe conſciences are free from 
ſelf-reproach.;.and who have heenenabled by 
the grace of God, to approve the reſqlation: 
of holy. Job, and to adopt it, Tull I die, 
will not remove my integrity frum me" my? 
righteouſneſs T bold faft, and will not ler it go 
A e eee as long as T live. 
nn bee AN 8 0 as : 
eee eee ti 
faction of this ſtate of purity and innocence,” 
with that reſtleſs apprehenſion, — 
diſquict, which follows; cloſely the footſteps 
of the ſinner; and you. will. then be fully 
ſenſible of the meaning of that queſtion pro 
poſed in the goſpel; Hhot fhall it profitia' 
man, if he ſhall gain the whole-world,. and 'kſe 
bis own foul? Truly, nothing can profit a 
man, which 1 * his reaſonable 


„ 
wy wing prof tm anna 
one hare 20 5 


What hath bees fd! of de hes and 
miſery, which are conſequent on the: two 
| predominant vices of drunkenneſs and ſinful 
luft, mods dowels; ond. 
ther fins.” Coveto eſs and injuſtice ; curſ- 
ing and lying; bitterneſs and malice; anger 
and revenge; all involve ſuch as are guilty 
of them in ſlrame and wretchedneſs, ſo long 
as the conſcience is ſuſceptible of any gene- 
Fe dee 1 in n 


————— others to be 
pitied; inaſmuch as it betrays an hardneſs 
of heart, nnn 
2 ſure forerunner” of approaching 
mee 


. 
\ < * 


Thirdly; — fin; 
in exact concurrence with St. James, who 
| tells us, chen, when Juft bath conceived, it bring-. 
eth forth fin, and fin, when it is finiſhed, bring- 
eib ſertb death, It was the original ſentence: 


© 1 
Adab againſt it in Paradiſe; it was in- 
curred by our firſt parents; arid it hath been 
entailed on all their deſcendants : It is our 
own fault, indeed, if it extend to our better 
part: The Saviour of mankind hath in his 
own perſon overcome the ſharpneſs of death 
in this reſpect; and, by his reſurrection, 
hath, opened à . paſſage to life eternal: It 
cannot be denied, that our nature is, never- 
cheleſz, reluctant at the thought of diflotu- 
tion; an] ghs for an N 2 | 
gloomy 2 of death. To this, dees 
the will muſt be reſigned ; pero; 
mains for us to do, is to watch and pray, 
that, whenever the ſummons ſhall be receiv- 
ed, we may be enabled to meet 1 
Terrors without Uſtriay, | rejoicing in the 
hope feat 5 5 55 5 55 18 wes 75 
Be not then, m V britfiien! belebt e 
flattering r derbe life of ſin; which, 
you may aſſure yourſelyes, will end in vanity} 
Ie. Is OG and e Which is 
worſe 
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worſe than nothing. Rather: * ß 
alley. the ſenſual tranſports, the fonful, cr 
 Ceſſes, the fatal negligence of the man of 
Pleaſure, (falſely ſo called ;) and earneſtly 
ſeek after the calm complacency, the ſpiri- 
tua deligbes, the refined. enjoyments, che vir 
tuous ſobriety, and the comfortable refletions, 
which religion affords ; of whom it is moſt 
truly affirmed, that her ways are ways of” plea- 
Senineſe, and, all ber paths are peace. Such 

the ſmiles or 
frowns of the world; fuch, as it can neither 
give nor take away: ſuch. Peace, as the 
wicked, amidſt all his boaſting, is an utter 
ſtranger to; who is ſaid to be like the troubled 


fea, iuben it cannot reſt ; whoſe waters caſt up | 


mire and dirt : and let nothing ever tempt 
you to forfeit the bleſſings of divine provi- 
dence ; the privileges of Chriſt's redemption ; 
the comforts of Gop's Holy Spirit; the aids 
. of, has ge the, et bi countenance, 
e e your minds, 
lying it more eſpecial 7, in the hour of 

; | tempta- 


1 


temptation; that NOTHING CAN RE COM 


PENSB OR PROVE A GooD, EQUAL 420 THE: * 
| EVIL — ETERNAL RUIN. f 


Now 60 Wos, n ts os: 

the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed, as is moſt 
due, all honour, glory, and praiſe, 

henceforth, and for evermore. Amen. 
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